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MEETING SUMMARY 

SUBJECT: STORMWATER COMMISSION MEETING 

MEETING DATE: Monday – January 8, 2018 at 5:00 pm 

ATTENDANCE LIST:  Mike Butterfield, Commission Chair, term expires 6/30/18 

 Mike Dryden, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/20 

Stacie Johnson, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/18 

 Justin Gehrts, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/19 

 Frank Bellon, Commission Member, term expires 6/30/20 

 Sandy Pumphrey, Project Engineer, City Staff 
 Cara Matteson, Storm Water Coordinator, City Staff 
 Tammy Schnell, Administrative Assistant II, City Staff 
 Martin Smith, Friends of Cedar Lake Organization Member 

 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Commission Member Mike Dryden 

 The minutes from the 11/6/17 meeting have not been distributed yet.  They will be approved at the 
3/5/18 meeting, along with the minutes from the 1/8/18 meeting. 

2. Public Input 
 Speaker: Martin Smith, Friends of Cedar Lake Organization 

 Dan Bliechler, Director of Linn County Conservation Department, is retiring and there is an open house 
on Friday, January 12

th
, from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm at Red Cedar Lodge in Squaw Creek Park.  

 Martin submitted an idea to Sandy about making a certain parcel drain into Morgan Creek Park, rather 
than draining into E Ave NW, so the wetland can be restored in the park.  

 Sandy confirmed he still has the email, but has not had the opportunity to talk with Development 
Services about it yet. 

3. BMP Cost Share Applications 
Speaker: Cara Matteson, City Storm Water Coordinator 

 Cara handed out spreadsheets with the status of the two different cost share programs – the full 
program and the EZ program.  

 Total allocated for FY18 for the EZ program (for residential properties only) is $11,648.75, and includes 
three rain gardens, two soil quality restorations, two porous pavements, and one biorentention cell.  The 
EZ program has a maximum of $2,000 for each project, or less. 

 This year AmeriCorp will be having a rain garden give away.  There’s estimated to be around a dozen 
rain gardens available, at this point.  AmeriCorp has staff to design the rain gardens and labor to install 
them.  The only incurred costs by the homeowner would be the plants and any edging, which could be 
eligible for the cost share program. There will be public outreach on the news and other social media. 

 So far total allocated for the Full Cost Share program (commercial properties) is $75,308.52.  There 
haven’t been any additional applications since the five that were approved by the Commission in 
September of last year, but she expects more applications in the spring.  Public outreach is continuing 
for it. 

 The CRBT permeable paver and the two bioretention cells at Buffalo United Methodist church have 
been installed.  She recommends driving by them in the spring. 

4. Update on Stormwater Accomplishments in 2017 
Speaker:  Sandy Pumphrey, City Project Engineer 

 The Stormwater Master Plan is a 5-year effort to completely revamp the master plan, and the last 
time it was touched was in 1998. They’re in their third year and some of the initial efforts included 
a macro-model of the City, which is the large pipes, to get an idea of where the hot spots were.  

 They’re now looking at individual basins, including Rockford Road and Czech Village, in which 
some very detailed initial modeling has been done in these areas.  Sandy said to contact him if 
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anyone would like to see some results. 

 They have worked on some policies recently, including the Top Soil Policy and outreach on the 
Stormwater Utility to encourage people to reduce their fee with the reduction program.  The 
school district has indicated they have some interest in seeing some savings. 

 The basin models precipitate into some CIP projects.  A master list of the CIP projects was 
compiled and they are working through it each year in detail to make sure their priorities are 
straight.  It’s based on a scoring system. 

 They’re working on making the scoring system and the list much more transparent, so the public 
can see where their specific projects are on the list. 

 They’ve been working on the infiltration and inflow pilot program, to try and reduce some 
basement backup flooding in the Grande Avenue area. 

 Special initiatives include the Stormwater Water Utility Incentive Program, the BMP Cost Share 
Programs, the Top Soil Policy, the Pilot Program, and Pilot projects. 

 One of the largest projects constructed in 2017 is the 18
th
 Street SW detention basin, which is just 

north of Wilson Ave, on the west side of 18
th
 Street.  The residents adjacent to the project have 

given some really positive feedback.  This should have a positive impact on a lot of people 
downstream as well, as you go all the way down the Rockford Road corridor and towards the 
river along 3

rd
 Avenue. 

 Three bioswales were installed as part of an IDALS grant – one at Kennedy High School, one at 
Bowman Woods Elementary, and one at Noelridge Park. They are watching these closely over 
the next few years to see how they do, and learn from them as they move forward. 

 Mike Dryden asked if the models that HDR built include existing detention facilities.  Sandy 
responded they have and they’re also updating them with new practices as they’re being 
installed.  The point of it is that once they have a full-scale model, that the City will update it 
continually. 

 Mike Dryden asked if HDR looked at whether multiple smaller basins in the same watershed 
impact storm water positively as much as the calculations say they should, or do they cancel 
each other out and not getting as much benefit as they should be getting.  Sandy responded that 
they are modeling based on inverts and conditions that are real out of the field.  The City gave 
HDR GIS data, but they are also surveying key components of the system to confirm what is 
working and what is not, and they running the models based on that real information. However, 
there are some assumptions that still have to be made.  Once the results are being finalized, they 
are being put online. 

5. SUDAS Transition 
 Speaker:  Sandy Pumphrey, City Project Engineer 

 Sandy spoke to Maryann Shinrock at length, who is managing the City’s transition from Metro 
Specs to SUDAS, about her role and the role of the Stormwater Commission in that transition.  
Maryann said that SUDAS is a document that has been set up by multiple partners throughout 
the State.  It’s been enacted and adopted by a number entities across the State, and has been in 
a place for a while in some cases. 

 Maryann’s perception of it as a document, as a standard, that it is pretty tried and true. However, 
there will be updates over time.  In general, we are not expecting to make huge, sweeping 
changes by taking things out, or adding stuff in.   Her role is to comb through the document where 
there might be some tweaks that are appropriate to the City of Cedar Rapids, things that may be 
aren’t applicable or don’t make sense here; e.g. if there’s a list of 10 pipe materials that SUDAS 
allows for sanitary sewer, we may limit that to six or seven based on our experience. 

 The stormwater sections of SUDAS reference a number of other documents, including the Iowa 
Stormwater Management Manual, other documents that are tried and tested in their respective 
areas.  Maryann said that the Stormwater Commission can ask questions and make suggestions, 
but it’s her anticipation that we not come in and make huge edits to serve the City of Cedar 
Rapids. Maryann is willing to come to a Commission Meeting to give a presentation, but it would 
be more about where they’re at, rather than asking for input and huge changes. 

 The manual can be found at www.iowasudas.org. Chapter 2 and Chapter 7 of the design manual 
are pertinent to stormwater, and Chapter 9 of the specifications manual.  Mike Dryden added the 
Iowa Stormwater Management Manual is hidden on the IDNR website, it is not found in SUDAS.   

 The question was asked if the Iowa Stormwater Management Manual will be referenced as 
guidelines or as regulation.  Sandy was not able to answer this question. 

http://www.iowasudas.org/
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 Discussion was held with regard to the top soil rule and how it should help reduce the size of a 
detention basin, making sure there’s a mechanism there making it easy to review and calculate, 
and for developers to get credit for it.  

 Frank Bellon asked if SUDAS prohibit or preclude low impact development inadvertently.  Sandy 
said he didn’t know the answer to that, but he will provide it as feedback on the SUDAS transition. 

6. Reports: 

 City Staff Reports 
 IDALs Grant – Sandy Pumphrey 

o The projects that were done in 2017 are complete and they are monitoring those. 

o They have two new bioswales going in. One is in the NW corner of 6
th
 St SW and 

Wilson Ave, which will built within the next six months.  The other one was meant to 
be at 6

th
 St SW and 27

th
 Ave, however, as they got more into the design, they 

realized the utility issues there would be very complex with the roadway 
construction that will likely happen in the next five years on 6

th
 St.  It is very likely 

the new bioswale would get torn out with all of that utility work.  They are now in 
talks with IDALS to relocate that bioswale to somewhere else.  He has a meeting 
with IDALS tomorrow to talk about the new location.  They will probably ask for an 
extension on the grant, to possibly to the end of 2018. 

 Middle Cedar WMA – Cara Matteson 
o The Watershed Coordinator has been in place for about a year, and they also have 

a Planning Consultant. They’ve also recently hired an engineering design firm, so all 
of the BMP’s that will be in place, will go through this firm. 

o They are having an open house tomorrow (2/9/18), which is geared more toward 
urban input.  Cara handed out a flyer on the open house. 

 
 Indian Creek WMA – Sandy Pumphrey 

o This WMA is quite a bit older than the Middle Cedar WMA.  The plan is complete 
and has been waiting for subsequent implementation. 

o A funding opportunity has come up called the IPC grant out of the NSCS office in 
Iowa.  There is about $3 million available and Sandy isn’t sure if this is nationally or 
just in Iowa.  Jennifer  Fencl is  working on putting the application together to submit 
to NSCS to get a coordinator for the Indian Creek WMA.  They would potentially 
look to hire someone who would be able to work with land owners within the Indian 
Creek to install practices, and to advise those land owners what types of practices 
will work well. 

o Sandy and Jennifer will be in Des Moines on Friday to learn more about the grant 
opportunity, and it will be submitted before the end of the month. 

 Commissioner Reports 
None 

7. Adjourn Meeting 

 Agenda Items for Next Meeting 

 None 

 Confirm Next Meeting  

The next Stormwater Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 5, 2018, at 5:00 p.m. City 
Services Center (Public Works) - 2nd

 
Floor – Greene Square Conference Room, 500 15th

 
Avenue 

SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 - Ph. (319) 286-5802 

 The meeting was adjourned at 5:47 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by Tammy Schnell, AAII, Cedar Rapids Public Works 
 

 

This summary documents our understanding of items discussed. Please contact our office within five working days with any 

omissions or discrepancies. 

cc:  Stormwater Commission Meeting Distribution List 
 City Councilperson Scott Overland 


